Vacas turned to his wife and said, pointing to me,
" Look, Maria, here you have that cruel captain
who begrudged my spending forty-eight hours with
you." All eyes were upon me. Not unnaturally I
flushed scarlet, saying awkwardly, " Now, now, you
know yourself that you deserved your punishment,"
and Vacas as he got up to embrace me said, " But
of course, Captain ; if I hadn't known that you had
acted fairly, I would never have asked you here to
partake of my rabbit."

During the November days, when we were holding
the Estremadura road, I had realized the urgent
need for a connecting trench between the two blocks
of houses we were occupying. The work could
only be carried out during the few hours between
sunset and the rising of the moon. My men had
been warned in advance, but when I came to fetch
them one of them was just busy cleaning his rifle,
another was warming his food, a third was sitting in
his shirt hunting for lice and more than ten minutes
had elapsed before I was able to get together a
decent team.

" Ah ! well, off we go,3' they said at last, " if the
teniente is so keen as all that ... ! "

"Not because I am so keen, but because your
own lives depend upon it ! "

They were amazed at my haste ; for them it could